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There are 9539 lock boxes in use at the

office. The present metal boxXes were
put in in July., 15899, Previous to that
dzote thers were abont 5300 boxes. The
reed of moere was felt, and the whole
froit the building was torn out, re-
modeled and the new boxes put in
place. Under the Hawalian postal sy=-
tem the boxes could be used by an
ent.re family and the friends of the

o

family. so that one box was ofen being
weed by at least a dozen persons. Un-
de- the nresent system only the renters
erd their immediate families are enti-
tied use them. TUp to August 13,
1501, boxes were far below the needs of
the oifice, but since the establishment
of the free delivery system there have
been ample boxes for all who applisi
for them. One hundred boxes were
given up at the beginning of the last
auarter, which ended yvesterday.
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The carrier system was inaugurated
August 12, 1901, and so far covers only
the district of Honolulu. It is expec®-
ed that *n the course of a year free
delivery will take in a much greater
area. The outside districts proposad
will be covared by mounted carriers,
The work of introducing the system in
Bonolulu was beset with difficulties
brought about by the mixture of races,
and the census taken by the carriers
was fraught with discouraging fen-
tures. Houses were not numbered; the
Oriental population was constantly
ghifting, but success was achieved in
the undertaking. Ten carriers appoint-
ed from successful eivil servie ranks,
rerform the work. In time the car-
riers will do a house to house register-
ing of mail, which has so far been de-
layed on account of the non-receipt of
wniforms and paraphernalia.

The work of the mailing department
is the most difficult. On such days as
the arrival of a steamer from the
Coast, bringing anywhere from 100 to
00 sacks of mail, or the arrival of a
steamer from the Orient or Australia,
bound for the Coast, with two or three
Island steamers ready to depart, the
rperves of. the mailing clerks are triz4
to the utmost. The incoming mails from
two or three sources have to be assort-
ed and delivered into lock boxes, car-
rigrs' tables, or pouches for other Isi-
ands; train mail has to be made up,
and the steamer mail for the United
Siates and the Orient, or the Colonies,
despatched. On such ocecasions the
mailing force has little time to rest,
and, is often compelled to work all
day, all night, and far into the next
day witl short respites for sleep and
meals. When the mail arrived from
San Francisco with Christmas gifts
forming the bulk of it, the office was
wworked harder than at any time in its
history. At such times the foree is
inadequate to the strain placed upon
it. It is either a feast or a famine.
I‘_orf,ions of the week are frittered
away in looking after inconsequential
batches of mail. On ‘steamer days”
not enough hours can be crowded into
the day to get the mail out promptly.
In spite of this the letter mail is got-
ten out in a comparatively short time.
One of the heaviest mails on record
arrived from the Coast late in the af-
ternoon. The clerks worked like Tro-
Jons throughout the night, and at 4:45

2 m. had disposed of it. The paper
mail was taken up later.,
The transportation of the mails
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cemes under the direction of Assistant
Superintendent of Railway Mail Ser-
vice George W. Carr. This includes all
mails despatched by rail, Island steam-
carrier routes, subsidized steamers
and foreign mail boats, There are elev-
en lines of steamship, service under
contract, Hawaii having the numbers
ircluded in the generic term of 80,000,
They are as follows. 80,085, Honolulu
t:+ Hookena, Hawaii; 89, Honolulu-San
Francisco (S. S. Alameda’s route); W
Honolulu-Honokaa, Hawali; 981, Hono-
lelu-Hanalei, Kauai: 94, Honolulu-Ki-
pahula and Hana, Maui; 9, Honolulu-
Molokai ports, with Kalaupapa as ter-
minal; 96, Honolulu-Hilo, Hawaii; 99,
Honolulu-Eleele, Kauai, via Lihue and
Newiliwili; 95, Honolulu-Hanamaula
lending, Kauai, via Kolea; 97, Honolu-
lu-Waimea, Kauai; 80,100, Honolulu-
Honoaopu, Hawall

The Ocegnic Company, aperating the
st-amships Sierra, Ventura, Sonoma, is
subsidized by the LUnited States gov-
ernment for the carryving of mails, the
vessels having been built under Unit-
ed States requirements. They were for
service between San Francisco and
Svdney, Australia, Honeclulu being a
port of call, with the exception of the
Alameda, which runs between San
Frencisco and Honolulu only. The sub-
sidized vessels can be used as auxliliary
cruisers in time of war.
two lines of railroad ser-

ers,

There are
vice; one is the Oahu Railway from
Honolulu to Kahuku, serving all the

pestoffices along the route, with doubie
daily service. If a steamer arrives with
riall after the departure of the regular

trains, the extra train service is util-
ized. The other is from Wailuku to
Paia, Maui, on the Kahului Railroad,

twice daily except Sundays. There are
tkirty-one Star routes, numbering ac-
cording to contract from 80,100 to 80,131,
inclusive, as follows: §0,101, Kahuku to

hHeeia, Oahu; 2, Waimanalo to Pali,
Cahu; 3, Honolulu to Heeia, Oahu; 4,
kohala t oMahukona, Hawaii; 5, Ko-

hala to Honoipo, Hawali; 6, Mahukona
Kawaihae, Hawali; Kawaihae to

to

Fonokaa, Hawaii: 8, Honokaa to Lau-
pshoehoe, Hawaii; 8 Hilo to Laupa-
hcehoe, Hawaii; 10, Hilae to Kapche,

Hawaii; 12, Hilo to Pahola, Hawaii; 15,
Kohala to Honuapo, Hawali; 14, Ho-
nclulu to Waihinu; 15, Nuapopo to Ha-
pulua, Hawaii; 16, Holualua to Kallua,

Hawaii; 19, Kawaihae to Kailua, Ha-
waili; 20, Kailua to Napopo, Hawaii,
1/, Lihue to Kikaha, Kauai; 18, Lihue
tc¢ Hanalei, Kauai; 21, Pearl City to
Wahiawa, Oahu; 22, Kipoho to Kala-
peua, Hawalii; 23, Makawao to Ulupa-
lakua, Maui; 24, Waihee to Walluku,
Maui; 25, Ulupalakua to Makena

Landing, Maui; 26, Wailuku to Maalae
Bay, Lahaina and Kihei, Maui; 27, Ha-
na to Kaupo, Maui; 28, Pauuela O
Hana, Maui; 29 FPaia to Makawao,
Maui: 30, Paia to Pauuela, Maul.

Two additional routes will be mads
fiom Kikaha to Mana, Kauai, and from
Funaluu to Kihala, Hawalii.

One of the first things accompliened
by the aew system was to do away
with the hundreds of “localities” to
which mail was allowed to be deliverad
at the regularly appointed postoffices
orly. Even to this day Islanders insist
cn addressing letters to persons in
these localities, the result of which is
te send such letters to the dead letter
bureau for correction. As fast as the
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localities come to light they are enter-
ed in a book, and the nearest postoffice
ertered opposite. This list studied
by the mail clerks, and every effort is
made to get the mail delivered at the
proper office, despite the misleading
lcecality., An alphabetical list kept
up by the mailing division in which
the following localities:

A 25, B, 4; E,L 4; G, 3;: H,
K, 198; I., 17; M, 83; N, 1b;
88: R, 1;: 8, 1; U, 7: W, 63; a total of
€03. The regular postoffices number
about 100, Even business houses are
prone to follow the old custom, al-
thhough frequently requested to address
only to the postoffices nearest the lo-
calities,. Many delays are thus occa-
sioned in the delivery of letters, result-
ing in “kicks' at the office, the fault
generally originating in the “kickers.”
Thirty per cent of all the mail of loeal
origin handled here is addressed in this
manner,

The following steamship iines carry
the mails to and from Honolulu:

is

je

iare
81; I, 2;
0, 16; P,

Oceanic, Pacific Mail, Toyo KXKisen
Kaisha, Occidental & Oriental, Cana-

dian Australian Royal Mail, Union and
United States Army and Navy trans-
ports.

Numbear of Ocean steamers arriving
at and departing from Honolulu with

United States mail during the year
1001:
Arrivals—
From San Francisco .....ccisvesse s1
From; the Orient Gciiivicevessasrioa 45
From the Colonies ........ccviivviees 3l
From Vancouver, B, C ” Ve 13
From Samoa {(direct) ....... s aie 1
From Tahiti (direct) ............. ~ 1
Departures—
To San FranciSco ..c.icaissssssvenss 85
Toithe Orlent ic e ssaaanania o 43
T the Colonies ....eccenenens SO
1o Vancouver; B, C. ciirersosssavess 13
To Samoa (Airect) ......ceiveenanasas 1

Number of transports carrying mail

and not included in above:
Arriving—
From San FranclSco ...cceevsesssses 18
From Manila, P. L. iiiiiosiecesissans 3
From Samoa (dirtect) . ....coeevinvace 2
Departures—
To San Francisco . ....iecescecnsesie 5
ToManHa, P. E  c...iicacsaniesnnssi 23
Te Guam (direct) ...ceevnecnnnres ‘e 2

Number of Island steamers arriving
at and departing from Honolulu with
T'nited States mail, from December 20,
14500, to December 20, 1901:

From other islands .. . 761
To other islands 735

Number of mails dispatched and re-
ceived in Honolulu per Oahu Railway
and Land Company, from December 20,
1400, to December 20, 1901:
tecelved . ..
Dispatched . .

633
640
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Number of mails dispateched from
Fonolulu, Hawaii, by ocean steamers,
during the vear 1901:;

To San Francisco ’ 0
To Yokohama, JAPAD ...ueivssssans 42
To Taolkio, J.‘i|i‘ KL e aia/6 0)p a bt d widisd o Ba DS 10
Tao Kobe, Japan ......eeevenssns ews g
To Hongkong, China ............... 42
To Shanghai, China ....... 7 dwla ..o 10
To Manila, P. I........ S 47
R0 GURAT ! & saisdupeysievedeyas 11
To Apla, SAMOA .v.icvevnssinas o' 156
To Pago Page, SAMOA .....ovvvveese 1T
PO Buvh, W . oorisinsvibenrens srics i
To Auckland, N. Z. .......... siviadian T
To Syvdney, N. 8. W, ... coviennes .s 80
To. Brisbane, Q. iissseissse idedriwsenn Bl
To Victoria, B. C. ...... ey RSP, +
To Vancouver, B. C. .....ccciveess 18
To Tacoma, Wash. .......ecocees dasier B
To Beattle, WASBH. .cvevienvasisss ssan W

Number of malls received at Hono-

lulu, Hawaii, by ocean steamers, dur-
ing the year 1901:

From San Francisco, Cal. .......... 80
From Yokohama, Japan............. &
From Tokio, JAPAN . ....c.ceseesesr 42
From Kobe, Japan ......c..ccceeennee 31
From Hongkong, China ........... .
From Manila, P. L. ...... ET T . )
From Auckland, N. Z. ....... AL
From Sydney, N. 8. W. ...cvvvuve.. 29
From Brisbane, Q. ..........ccc0000.. 29
From Vietoria, B, C. ........ : siaae BB
From Vancouver, B. C. ccccisscsescs 18

Total number of dispatches by ocean
steamers, 409,

Total number of mails received by
ocean steamers, 418.

Total number of ocean steamers ar-
rived with mail, 195.

Total number of ocean steamers dis-
patehed with mall, 202,

Total number of steamers from other
Islands with malls, 761.

Total number of steamers to other
Islands with mails, 735.

Total number of train
patched, 640,

Total number of train

malls dls-

malils recelv-

ed, 633.
Over 12,000,000 pieces of mall were
handled in the Honolulu office from

November 1, 1800, to December 1, 1901,
which gives a falr estimate of the fm-
portance of the postal service In the
Hawaiian Islands., These figures are
based on averaging the contents of cer
tain sacks of mall picked at random.
It is estimated that a paper sack con-
tains 80 pleces, but, as a general thing,
there are usually double that number,
and thus the figures given above arc
supposed to be far under the actuxl
number of pleces handled.

The Hawailan postoflices have madle
a record to be proud of since Uncls
Sam took charge.
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